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HOW TO CARE FOR YOUR CORK FLOOR 
AND KEEP IT LOOKING BEAUTIFUL

CONGRATULATIONS! You have a lovely new floor and you’ve also helped planet Earth  
by reducing the amount of CO2 that’s entering our atmosphere. A good day’s work!

Now here’s how to keep your new floor looking great for years.

DO THIS RIGHT AFTER INSTALLATION

Sweep the floor carefully with a soft bristle brush 
to remove flooring off-cuts and vacuum up any 
dust and dirt.

If the floor is particularly dusty or dirty, damp 
mop it with a neutral cleanser (see A, page 4).  
Dilute the neutral cleanser, following the 
instructions on the bottle, and clean the floor 
with a flat or microfibre mop. Work backwards 
towards the door using a figure of eight motion  

to make sure you clean all areas.

If any other work is being carried out nearby, 
protect your floor with a floor protector, craft 
paper or hardboard. 

When moving heavy items of furniture or 
appliances back into the area, lift these 
appliances – don’t drag them - and put them 
down carefully. Apply or replace felt pads to the 
feet of movable furniture to reduce the risk of 
scratching your new floor. 

Apply or replace felt pads to the feet of movable 
furniture.

Work backwards towards the door using a figure of 
eight motion.

1 2



CARING FOR YOUR CORK FLOOR

0330 055 3094     lovecorkfloors.com

DO THIS REGULARLY
Sweep or vacuum your floor daily to remove 
dust and abrasive dirt. Also check for stains and 
remove them using a neutral cleanser.

At least once a month it’s a good idea to use a 
floor maintainer (see B, page 4) to clean and 
refresh the floor. Sweep or vac first, then dilute 
the floor maintainer and damp mop the whole 
area using a flat mop or microfibre mop and  
allow to dry. Don’t get the floor too wet.

PROTECT YOUR FLOOR AGAINST HEAVY 
WEAR AND SCRATCHES

If you have areas that get a lot of wear or are 
prone to scratching, you can protect them  
with two coats of floor dressing (see C, page 4).  
Ideally, you might want to do this in the evening, 
so that the floor can be left to dry overnight.

First, thoroughly clean the floor with a diluted 
solution of floor stripper (see D, page 4).  
Mop the floor with the floor stripper and leave 

First, mop the floor with a diluted solution of floor 
stripper and allow it to release stubborn dirt

Apply the first thin coat of floor dressing across the 
width of the area

Then rinse with clean water and mop or vac up

for a few minutes to allow it to release stubborn  

dirt and residues. Then rinse the floor with clean 

water to remove everything. A wet vacuum is good 

for this.

Once the floor is completely dry, apply a thin coat 

of the undiluted floor dressing with a flat head mop 

and a clean lint-free cloth or microfibre applicator 

across the width of the area and allow to dry. This 

should take 30 to 40 minutes. 

Once the first coat is dry, apply another thin  

coat at 90° to the first coat, down the length of the 

area. Allow another 30 or 40 minutes for this to dry, 

though overnight is better.

Applying two thin coats of floor dressing gives a  

more even coverage than one thick coat.

When you’ve finished, wash out the mop or 

applicator head with warm water.

Apply the second thin coat of floor dressing down 
the length of the area
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Always use protection under castors

No bleach, abrasives or wire brushes please!

Good doormats will catch dirt before it comes in. 
Coir or cotton are best.

DEALING WITH SPILLS AND STAINS

Mop or blot up spills immediately with a 

microfibre mop, a clean absorbent cloth or a 

paper towel. 

For stubborn stains, treat the affected area with 

undiluted floor cleanser or floor stripper (A and 

D on page 4). Once the stain has been dealt with, 

rinse the area with clean water. 

DO THIS…

When using cleaners or floor dressings, 

follow the manufacturer’s instructions and 

recommended dilution rates.

Always use protection under office castor chairs.

Place mats over areas that may be prone to 

spillages of food, grease and fats. This will protect 

your floor from premature wear.

It’s worth thinking about good, effective mats  

at the front and back doors. You’ll save a lot 

of time cleaning the floor if you catch most of the 
dirt before it comes in. Simple coir or cotton mats 
are mostly natural and do a good job. Avoid latex or 
rubber-backed mats as these can stain your floor.

DON’T DO THIS…

Never flood the floor when cleaning. Damp 
mopping is all that’s needed. 

Never use cleaning products with abrasive 
ingredients or ones that are solvent or bleach 
based.

Never use wire brushes to clean your floor.

Try not to over-apply silicone-based products  
such as furniture or glass polish as these can  
make the floor slippery.

Don’t let your floor get too hot. 20° C is the 
recommended maximum surface temperature,  
so be aware when placing rugs or in hot and  
sunny rooms.
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WHY PEOPLE LOVE CORK FLOORS

Cork floors are warm, comfy, non-allergenic 
and natural. While growing as the bark of our 
cork oak trees, they reduce global warming 
by preventing millions of tonnes of CO₂ from 
entering the atmosphere. 

Like any natural product, cork can dry out in 
areas where heating systems reduce humidity. 
This can cause shrinkage, which can result in 
small gaps at the joints of the floor. To avoid 
this, simply maintain an ideal relative humidity 

of between 35-65% at 20°C.

We recommended these cleaning products

A  FLOOR CLEANSER 
Dr. Schutz PU Cleaner,  
Dr. Schutz Wood & Cork Floor Cleaner

B  FLOOR MAINTAINER 
Dr. Schutz Floor Cleaner R1000

C  FLOOR DRESSING 
Dr. Schutz Wood & Cork Floor Polish Matt, 
Dr. Schutz Floor Matt

D  FLOOR STRIPPER 
Dr. Schutz Clean & Strip

Our cork oak trees reduce global warming and so does your new floor


